Dr. Ditiu, Dr. Dara,
Your Excellency Ambassador Meunier, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am indeed delighted to welcome you at the Regional Conference for Eastern Europe and Central Asia on the progress of the implementation of the Tuberculosis Action Plan for the WHO European Region 2016-2020 almost immediately after the United Nations General Assembly High Level Meeting on fight against Tuberculosis - an unprecedented opportunity to turn the tide against this terrible disease. 
UN General Assembly Resolution encouraged all member states as well as UN agencies, international organizations, civil society and private sector to participate in the high-level meeting and created the biggest and best opportunity to raise the political priority of TB, and to step up the commitments needed to end the global TB epidemic, by the SDG deadline of 2030.  
I was honored to be able to join this important event at the United Nations to share the Regional and Georgian perspective and to moderate the discussion on accelerating comprehensive response through access to affordable prevention, diagnosis, treatment and care to end the tuberculosis epidemic taking into consideration co-morbidities and the linkages to relevant health challenges on each country’s path towards achieving universal health coverage.
TB was declared a global health emergency by the World Health Organization 25 years ago and substantial efforts to improve TB care and control have been made since then. However, even WHO European region that is distinguished by the fastest decline on TB incidence during the last five years needs to accelerate the progress. We all understand that at the current rate of progress, the world will not reach the Sustainable Development Goal target of ending TB for decades. 
United National General Assembly High Level meeting concluded with adoption of an ambitious Political Declaration on fight against TB, endorsed by Heads of State, which is intended to strengthen action and investments for ending of TB, and save millions of lives. Now we need to translate the commitments which have already been made by the world’s leaders into specific interventions to shape an agenda which would be most responsive to national and regional concerns. 
We also acknowledge the need to break out “disease-specific silos” and fight with TB, as well as HIV and hepatitis through collaboration across sectors and collective actions of government, civil society, and international partners. We look forward to charting tangible actions that we can pursue together - actions that contribute to the strengthening of universal health coverage and health systems in general, poverty reduction and sustainable development as well as tangible options for financing and sustainability. 
I hope that this is going to be a fruitful conference that will provide us with both inspiration and practical ideas. 
Again, it is my pleasure to welcome the representatives of the Ministries of Health and the National Tuberculosis Programs from 10 EECA countries, also the representatives of the key partner organizations: WHO, Stop TB Partnership, the Global Fund, USAID, the representatives of the research and scientific institutions, the experts in the field and the Civil Society organizations. I say “Thank you” for your readiness to participate and contribute to this important meeting, which is jointly organized by the World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe in collaboration with the of Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia and the Georgia National Center for Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases, with the support of the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the name of the Ministry, I wish you a successful meeting. We should work together in full speed for the sake of the millions who struggle against Tuberculosis every day.  



